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For MONDAY, March 12, 1787. 





THE FORTUNE TELLER, 
IN A LETTER TO A COUNTRY GENTLEMAN, 


SIR, 


Was lately upon a vifit, while my own houfewas repairing, at 
a friend’s in the City, who has a fon and two very pretty 
daughters, all marriageable, but all unmarried. His wife is alfo 
a woman of elegance and beauty, though itis beauty in its 
farewell appearances. I had not been twenty minutes arrived 
at the houfe, before I found out that the whole family, from the 
mafter to the maid-fervant, were, according to the common but 
emphatic phrafe, eaten up with Superftition : the good folks 
defcribed by the Spe¢tator are nothing to them. I came into 
the houfe at tea-time. ‘* Lord! I wiftt we had done tea, (faid 
the mother of the family) that we might fee what Dettiny 
means to do with us now.” ** Yes, mamma, (replied one of her 
daughters) but if Sufan tells me as bad news as fhe told me laft 
night, I fhall be ready to hang myfelf.” ‘* Nay, bet, child, 
(faid the father) the muft tell you what the fees, and the cannot 
make the leaves lie as fhe thinks proper ; Fate, my dear, fate 
ahd fortune cannot be refifted.” “* Can’t they, father ? (rejoined 
the young lady) Then fate and fortune are ascrofs as my grand- 
mother, that’s all I know about the matter.” 
As I obferved the family wifhed to get things over as fait as 
pofibie, I was determined not to delay them on my part; and 
Vou IX, arg, 2H therefore 
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therefore poured my tea with a trembling hand into my faucer, 
fave it a whiff or two with my breath, and fwallowed it of 
fmoaking hot to thew my politenefs: I carried this civility, in- 
deed, as far as any vifitor need to do; for I not only fcalded 
my mooth and throat till they were both handfomely bliftered, 
but I forbore to eat any bread and butter, left I fhould get 
choaked for my complaifance, and [ laid the fpoon acrofs my 
cup after the fecond dith, which I drank long before the fugar 
was diffolved. 

This difpatch foon brought on the expetted crifis, and the 
fon rang the bell. The eyes of the family were darted impa- 
tiently around, and the big look of expectation fat upon every 
feature. Toconfefs the troth, I began toentertain fome doubts 
as tothe fanity of their intellects, and apprehended there might 
be an hereditary touch in the blood of the family. I was foon 
relieved, ifit was any relief to fee people play the fool, without 
having the apology of lunacy for it. 

Up came Mrs, Sufan, who was at once a fervant and footh- 
fayer. She really bad a fort of fortune-telling face; a keen 
black eye that appeared to penetrate, a fett of meditating mal- 
cles, a brow that projected, and a nofe that, figuratively fpeaking, 
looked forwards; add to this, her complexion was olive as that 
of an Egyptian, and the lines of thinking, though perhaps the 
never thought at all, were to be feen near her eye-brows, This 
long-fighted lady, who could fee fo vaftly well in the dark, 
came glowing with all the graces of the kitchen, and, wiping 
her face with a corner of an aproa very unlikely toclean it, fhe 
advanced to the table. Aweful moment! Alarming prepa- 
rations! She looked at the tea-pot, and defired every body to 
begin. 

No fooner was this order given, than the family began to pour 
away and tofs the tea-leaves, after which they turned down the 
cups, and left them to the difcretian of the forcerefs Sufan. She 
opened the afternoon with the fortunes of the mafter, that were 
depicted in hieroglyphics within the cup. After turniag it 
round feveral times, and looking as if fhe really faw the events 
and circumftance developed, fhe began to thew off. 

«© Here is a little trouble, Sir, (faid fhe) at the bottom of 
your cup, which is not caft fo clear as [could with. There is 3 
difappointment concerning the receipt of money.” 

«© As fure as I am alive, (faid Sir Credulous, that is his 
_ mame) the means the cath I expect from the country—Heigho ! 

— Well, go on, Sulan, go on,”’ 

«¢ There’s a letter coming, Sir, to the houfe, and it wil! bring 
news of adeath, and you will get a predent by thac deaca,” lays 
Mrs, Sufan. 
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«: Fifty to one (quoth Sir Credulous) but Sir Solomon, my 
uncle, is now upon his death-bed—TI heard he was in a poor 
way laft week, you know, Sofan.” 

«« T don’t know for that, Sir (replies Sufan), but there is a 
coffin in your cup as plain asa pike-ftaft ; and here’s a little 
vexation, but you'll get over it foon ; and there is a marriage 
going to be in the family, and I can fee the ring this minute— 
Look’e- here, Sir.” 

* J’fackins, and fo there is (faid the Knight, looking at the 
cop). This is my Betfy and Mr. Danvers, I’d lay my life on’t.— 
Well, Suian, now tell my wife’s.” 

Sufan proceeded to infpeét a fecond cup, and foon acquainted 
her miftrefs that company was coming to the houfe, and that the 
would go a long journey. 

** Good God ! (faid Sir Creculous) only think of that—She 
means the rout you are to have on Chriftmas Eve, and your 
vifit into Wales as foon as the {pring rifes.—Why, Sufan, we 
fhall burn you for a witch.” 

The Oracle now examined the remainder of the cups, in 
every one of which fhe faw fomething that had happened, or 
fomething that from her knowledge of the family circumftances 
might poflibly come to pafs. Yet, when this fagacious perfon 
obferved that there would be, any thing that the had heard fiom 
their own mouths was to be, they paid innumerable compli- 
ments to her fagacity ; and, in the courfe of a little time, when 
their own premeditated fchemes were put into execution, they 
would cry out, that every thing Sufan foreteils was fure io 
happen, 

While thefe facred employments were on foot I remained 
only a fpediator, filently aftonithed ; but when Sufan departed I 
ventured to remark, that their fervant feemed to be a knowing 
woman, and that it was plain fhe had dealings with more per 
fons than were good, 

** Heaven knows (faid the old lady, very gravely) who helps 
her, but the knows every thing; and, for my part, has tald me 
fuch matters, not only of what is to come, but of what has been, 
long and long before the came into the family, that the very 
ficth has fometimes crept upon my bones, my hair has lifted it- 
felf by force of amazement upon my head, and I haveat fuch 
times looked at her, till 1 verily thought the devil himfelf was 
at her elbow.’® 

All things were now quiet till after fupper-time, when cards 
were propofed—not to play at any game with, but to tell for- 
tunes, which, it feems, was conftantly the cuflom of the family 
before they went to rett, 
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Sufan, therefore, made her fecond appearance, and fpread the 
cards to her purpofe. She began, as before, with Sir Creduloas, 
and ended with the youngeft daughter. More than two hours 
were mifemployed in this myfterious manner, in the courfe of 
which time. all the cant and trick of thofe who trade in thefe 
petty impofitions were divertingly exhibited. 

And yet the daily repetition of this palpable nonfenfe, fo far 
from cloying, only whetted, and gave, as it were, a new edge 
to Sir Credulous and all his train. Among a thoufand other 
abfurd things that I forget, I remember what follows of Mrs. 
Sofan’s predictions, from the fituations into which either acci- 
dent or her contrivance had thrown thecards. She cold Sir 
Credulous, that there wasa great deal of ficknefs over his head, 
and that he would have words with a black man upon account 
of a black woman.—She informed Lady Credulous, that the 
very journey and company, which were before in the tea-leaves, 
were now upon the cards.—The eldeit daughter was acquainted, 
that fhe would receive a letter,.and with ita prefent; and that 
prefent would be the forerunner of a ring ; and that ring 
would be put upon her finger by a fair man, with a very good 
heart, which he bore, towards her. She told the youngeft daugh- 
ter, not only what the did expeét, but what the did not expect 
what was coming to the houfe, and what was going from it.— 
She faw plaialy in the cards that fhe (the young lady) was to be 
married ; that fhe was to have two children, and theo marry 
again: and there was a great deal of trouble, but that the would 
get a great deal by a death ; and there were two men and a 
woman, the one black, the other fair, atthat moment talking 
about her ; but that as there was a good heart tor her, fhe would 
turn her back of all her troubles, and ride jn her coach.” 

The girl’s exultation at the circumftance of the coach is not 
to be defcribed, and fhe went in high {pirits into her bed» 
chamber ; previous to which, however, there was a pleafant al- 
tercation amongft all parties in regard to their different profpeéts. 
‘The whole tamily were exce~ dingly difpofed to quarrel with 
their fuppofed deftiny ; and not being able to Jay hands upon 
that, they drove her handmaid, Mrs, Sufan, in a rage down 
ftairs, who, by the bye, muttered as the detcended, chat fhe 
would be a match for them all when they next came under her 
hands; that is, being interpreted, fhe would unfay all ine had 
faid that was in any degree favourable, and make their future 
hopes as dark and dreadtul as an enraged Oracle could pollibly 
paint them. 

ibe next morning I was prefented with another fpecimen of 
sheir f{uperititious propenfiues. It fcems they were too much 
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interefted in the events of to-morrow to enjoy to-day, and I 
found that they were endeavouring to make out a favourite 
enigma of fortone, even after they were folded in the arms of 
fleep. No fooner, therefore, were they all affembled at break~- 
faft, even before the tea was put into the por, than the prog- 
nefticating Sufan was again fammoned. 

She attended—and to what purpofe doft thou think, my good 

Reader ? Even tothe tafk of interpreting dreams. Every indi- 
vidual of the family had dreamed a dream ; and Mrs. Sufan 
knew the meaning of dreams as well, and could expound the 
vifions of the night withas much trath and accuracy, as fhe 
could foretell the events of Providence from criticifing tea-cups, 
and from the myftic arrangements of a pack of cards. One 
lady imagined in her dream that fhe was ftuck in the mud, and 
the more fhe attempted to extricate, the deeper fhe was involved 
in the mire; on her right hand wasa poor bird caught ona 
lime twig , on her left, a thip tolling in atempett. The Inter- 
pretefs obferved, with great figns of gravity in her face, ** that 
it was as bad a dream asever was dreamed ; that mud was mis- 
fortune, which would ftick upon her heart; that her attempting 
to get away from it, and notbeing able, wasa plain fignifie 
cation, that the more fhe ftrove the worfe fhe would be. She 
remarked, that the limec bird was an image of her diftrefs ; as 
the bird firuggled, fo would the flruggiec, and that it would be 
as eafy for one to get clear of the iime, as for the other togec 
sid of the trouble. ‘The fhip (the faid) denoted a poor creature 
in diftrefs, buffeting the billows of afflittion ; aad altogether it 
was fuch a dream, as might frighten any reafonable Chriftians 
out of their fenies,”” 

Jn this flrain -cid our oracular Prieftefs proceed to decypher 
the fates that had been {porting io the vifions of others ; and 
by the time fhe had ended her explanations, the whole fa- 
mily werz made thereby as gloomy and cefolate, as if they 
were actually labouring in al! the agonies that were pre- 
didled ; although the jade of a fortune teller fairly confeffed, 
within an hour afterwards, that fhe made things out as bad 
as the could, for their ill-ulage of her the night before. 

This confefiion, fo far trom having the proper effect upon the 
family, only ferved to make every perion belonging to it tea 
times more anxious than ever to have their dreams re-inter- 
preted; they were all week enough to bribe her into cood-na- 
ture; one by the promiic of a new ribbon, anuther by a fhil- 
ling, another a pair of gloves, another a pair of garters, 

_Waat, my good tricuds, thall we fay to thele grofs and egre- 
gious abliurditics ? Shall we pity, or hall we defpife ? Waca 
people 
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people can fo far lofe their rational faculties as to fhut their eyes 
againft conviction, and imagine the ways of Providence, and of 
the Almighty,are difplayed in fuch infignificant caings as painted 
pafteboard, the fumes of indigeftion, and the leaves of a tree 
tofled about a cup, what idea can they entertain of the deity— 
of a deity who is fo negligent as to lay open his fecrets, and 
fuffer them to be {cen in ‘trifles, light as air ?’—-Yet, when thefe 
trifles are made ‘ confirmations ftrong as proofs of holy writ,’ it 
is impoffible to help being fincerely affected at the folly and in+ 
firmity of mankind. 
I am, dear Sir, 
Your friend and humble fervant, . 
1. 





To the PRINTER of the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


SIR, 

F the following anecdotes pleafe you as much as they have 
I me, you will not fail of giving them aplacein your Weekly 
Latertainer. 

I am, &c. 
One of your Female Readers. 





ANECDOTES OF AMURATH IV. 
[From the Hiflory of the Turkith Empire, juft publified, by A. Haw. 


kins, Efq.] . 
 AMURATH had fuch an averfion for fnuff, that he would 
not permit one of his fabjeéts to make ufe of it ; he even abafed 
the Valid Sultanefs (his mother), though he was at the fame 
time full of refpeét for her, becaufe fhe made ufe of this pow- 
der; and for the fame reafon withdrew his favours from an 
Affaky who had been very dear to him. 

But Amurath was far from having the fame diflike for wine. 
Though the law of Mahomet is fo fevere in this refpeét, the 
Emperor had no fooner tafted that dangerous liquor, than he 
could no longer refrain from it; and, in fpite of the remone 
jirances of the Mofti and all the Ulema, he permitted it to be 
érunk publicly. Prince Cantimir relates, from feveral Turkifh 
hiftcrians, how the young Emperor, who had never before taited 
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this liquor, habitoated himfelf to it to fach a degree, that he 
would often get dead drunk, which fhortened his days. 

One day, as Amurath was ranging the ftreets of Conftane 
tinopie, with a fmall retinue, as he often did, aman, who fell ia 
his way, inftead of ftepping afide and proftrating himfelf on the 
earth, like allthe Turks, with a promptitude that has more the 
appearance of fright than refpect, flopped before the Prince, 
and began to.look at him in a laughing, jeering manner, which 
Amurath was not accultomed to. It wasto no purpofe that the 
Chiaus called to this rath fellow to kifs the dulft before the mot 
powerful of Monarchs: the drunken man (for this was one) 
began to laugh, and approaching nearer to Amurath, familiariy 
afked him to fell him Conftantinople.—This Prince had never 
feen any one before who did not tremble at his prefence, or en- 
deavour to difcover his abfolute pleafure. The audacity of this 
fellow aftonifhed, and in fome refpetts pleafed him. The Sule 
tan afked him what he would give for the capital of the world ? 
“ Thou fhale be fatisfied (replied the drunken man).—I will 
buy thee likewife, if thou wilt fell thyfelf; and the fon of a 
flave fhall have a good price.”—f{The Turks, when they are 
difpleafed with their Sovereign, call him by this name, as the 
Emperors’ mothers are always flaves. ] 

Amurath had this fellow conducted to the ferag'io; he or- 
dered that he fhould repofe cil the next day in a magnificcat 
apartment, where he flept as foundly as if he had never feen 
the Emperor. When he awoke, Becri (that was his name) was 
asmuch frightened at what he learned, as he had been attonifhed 
at firit at the pomp which furrounded him. Knowing that he 
was going to appear before the Sultan, he provided himielf with 
agoblet of wine, thofe that guarded him having orders to refafe 
him nothing. As foon as he came before Amurath, the Prince 
atked him ironically what he would give for Conttantinople, and 
the liberty of the Emperor ?—** This here (replied Becri, pree 
ienting his goblet, and affecting as much ashe could the gaiety 
of the laft evening), Wine is better than all the kingdoms of 
the world, and only thofe know its value that are its votaries.”— 
Amurath, who had never drank any, was tempted to taite it 
he found this liquor excellent, aad diverting himielf with Becri, 
foon emptied the goblet. ‘The incbriation which followed, aps 
peared at firit an agreeable ttate ; having at length loft his reae 
fon, he fell afleep. As he felt on awakinga violent head-ach, 
his mafter in drunkennefs preferibed him tor remedy the fame 
quantity of wine as he had taken the day before. Thefe res 
peated fpecimens accuftomed the youag Sultan fo much to wine 
and tohim who had Jet him into the fecret, taac he could no 
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longer live without either of them. The Emperor gave no other 
place to Becri than that of his companion in debauchery, which 
he had {6 well merited. This man never left Amarath after- 
wards; he affifted at all his councils, without any other title 
than the favour and pleafure of the Prince; and by the afcen. 
dancy which he had acquired over his mafter, he fometimes pro- 
cured the recall of the death-warrants which this fanguinary 
Monarch had iffued too rafhly. 





A CURIOUS AND LACONIC WILL. 


N attornev’s clerk, near St. Honore-ftreet, in the city of 
Paris, having lately had an intrigue with his mafter’s 
maid-fervant, unable to fave her from infamy through want of 
money (being refufed by his relations a fam he had folicited), 
made away with himfelf, and left this laconic note behind :— 
«* I Icave my foul to God, my body to the earth, my goods to 
the maid, and my relations to the Devil.” 





An ANECOD O T E, 


Py bea BRANDER, Efq: who lately died at Chrift- 
church in Hamphhire, had a mind ftrongly tinctured with 
literary propenfities, and a heart which was always moft grati- 
fied in employing his great fortune in aéts of beneficence.—< 
A fingular accident happened to him in 1768, which had {fo 
ftrong an effect upon his miod, that it influenced his character 
ever after with an ardent feafe of piety, and a peculiar reliance 
upon the fuperintendance of Providence. As his carriage was 
pafliag down Temple-lane, London, the horfes fuddenly took 
tright, and ran with the moft violent rapidity down three flights 
of fteps into the Thames, and would have proceeded into the 
middle of it, if the wheels had not been fo clogged by the mud 
that the horfes could not drag them any further. ‘The fervant 
behind was fo terrified that he was unable to throw himfelf trom 
the carriage ; but as foon as it ftopped he jumped off, and pro- 
cured fome affiftance from a neighbouring publicehoufe, and 
who, after difengaging the horfes, pulled the carriage on fhore.— 
Jn confequence of the above circumftance, the prefent gateway 
atthe Temple Stairs was ereéted to prevent any future accident 
of the fame kind. Mr. Brander, from a fenfe of this fingular 
fatality that marked bis prefervation, made the following bes 
queft: 
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queft: ** Two guineas to the vicar, ten fhillings to the clerk, 
and five tu the fexton, of the parifh of Chriit-church, for a 
commemoration fermon on the third Sunday in Auguft, as an 
everlafting memorial,and as expreflive of my gratitude to the Su. 
preme Being for my fignal prefervaticn in the year 1768, when 
my horfes ran violently down the Temple-lane, in London, and 
down three flights of Reps into the Thames, in a dark night 5 
and yet neither horfes, nor carriages, myfelf, or fervants, res 
ceived the leat injury. It was fortunately low water.” 





On the particular Education of the Tradefman and Me- 
chanic ; the Neceffity of confulting a Bay’s Genius 5 how 
this may be dsfcovered ; and the Branches of Learning 
proper for a Youth defigned for Trade. 

FAM very fenfible that there are many fathers, mothers, and 

i guardians, who give themfelves but little care about the 

education of their children ; fome of them are fo engrofied by 

bufinefs and pleafare, that they trouble themfelves but little 
about their children, when they are of an age that demands 
their moft affiduous care; when the mind calls for cultivation ; 
wheo the paflions fhould be reduced into proper bounds ; when 
the maxims of virtue and precepts of religion ought to be 
planted in theheart. Eventhofe whotake fome care of the 
minds of their offspring, generally do little more than make 
them read fometimesa chapter in the Bible, learn their cates 
chifm by rote, and refer them for all farther inftruétion to a 
fchoolmafier, who frequently pays but Jittle regard to their 
morals. Among the parents, who are fondelt of theirchildren, 
and are willing to be at fome expence in their education, are 
thofe, who on making choice of a boarding-fchool, are de- 
termined Jefs by the abilities, the learning, and the virtues of 
the mailer, than by the plentifulnefs of the table, and the con- 
fideration, whether young mailer will very often dine upon veal, 
as well as beef and mutton ; and whether he will be frequently 
regaled with pies and puddiegs. J his isy with the fond mo- 
ther, a more important coalideration than the boy’s proficiency 
io learning ; and the child himfelf, after her exainple, is taught 
to conficer the gratification of his appetite as a ching of the 
utmoatt confeqaence. How ablurd is this ! when it is confidered 
that the b y is foon after to be an apprentice, where be may be 
at once Ceprived of thefe gratifications ; and that wiien his time 
is expired, his placing too high a value on the iadulcence of his 
Vou, 1X. 219. 2I palate 
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palate may be attended with the greateft inconveniencies : For 
a tradefman who cannot with perfe& good hamour faffer his 
dinner to cool while he is ferving a cuftomer, or cannot faft, in 
order to complete an advantageous bargain, ought not to expect 
that he will be ever able to improve his fortune. 

But to return: ‘The parents who are truly folicitous about 
the welfare of their children, ought to confider their education 
as an affair of fach confequence, that it cannot without a great 
faulc be committed to others ; and that it is at leaft their daty 
to overfee and direct the management of it. The natural in- 
quifitivenefs of youth will give the father a thoufand opportu. 
nities of ftoreing the memory of his fon with new acceffions of 
ufeful knowledge, which he thould communicate in the moft 
entertaining way poffible. He fhould carefully ftudy the bent of 
his young mind, and endeavour as early as poflible to difcover, 
whether he has a particular genius that will probably lead him 
to excel in any of the arts and {ciences, in order that he may 
iuit his education to it. 

A parent, by ftepping into the fhop of a common mechanic, 
may give a fon, defigned for trade, or a mechanic art, more ine 
ftractive leffons than can be learned from books > For the things 
he ought to be chiefly inftruéted in, thould be fuch as have fome 
conneGtion with human life, or are of ufe to beaatify and im- 
proveit. When he is found furveying a tool, a loom, a mill, or 
any work of art, he may be prompted to obferve its ufe and 
make, may be fhewn the feveral parts of a machine, how they 
depend oa each other, and in what manner they are capable of 
anf{wering the purpofes for which they are defigned. In order 
to keep his curiofity awake, he may be fhewn the various changes 
many things undergo, as flax, wool, and metals, which he may 
fee in the different ftates, together with the inftraments by which 
thefe changes are produred, When he afks quettions, his cu- 
riofity fhould never be baffled, except when they relate to things 
improper for him to know, and even then he fhould be denied 
with foftnefs, and fome reafons given why he cannot be now {a- 
tisfied ; either becaufe he afles things above his agc, or that are 
not fit for him at prefent to know. 

Thus, the pareot, or the guardian, may not only infufe a 
great deal of ufefol knowledge into a boy’s mind, that may af- 
terwards, on a thouland occafions, be of fervice to him in his 
bufincis and commerce with the world; but he may get fome 
infight into his genius. I: will be worth the parent’s while 
fomerimes to divert a leifure half hour, by watching his fon 
while et play, and obierving his favourite amufements ; by 
which means he willeafily learn, with little care, to what kiad 
ot employment the young mind has the greatett propeafity, and 
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whether what he fees him perform is owing to the bent of his 
enius, or tomere chance or accident. 

Children are naturally fond of mimicking every thing they 
fee ; their parents, or guardians, fhould theretore be careful not 
to miftake what arifes from their natural aétivity and love of 
play, for the effects of genius, Thus a boy’s military talents 
cannot jultly be inferred, from his aping what he has feen per 
formed by foldiers, and marching in rank and file, and per- 
forming a part of the manual exercife with abroomttick, This 
generally proceeds only from the love of novelty ; and from 
the fame difpofition he will imitate the carpenter, the cooper, 
the {mith, or any other artift he obferves at work: But if he is 
watched, he will be foundto grow tired of the amufements 
that have no connection with his natural genius, and return.to 
that which has taken the decpeit root in his young mind, and ia 
which he has made confiderable improvement. Thus if he is 
fond of drawing, it is an indication that nature has defigned 
him for fome of the finer arts, and that his genius will aot be 
mifapplied, if he is put apprentice to one of the many trades ia 
which drawing is of the greatett ufe ; he fhould there be thewa 
the belt defigns, encouraged to purfue the bent of his mind, and 
be put under the inftructions of an able mafter. If he is fond 
of making mills, either for wind or water and thews genius or 
fkill in the contrivance of them, let him be taught mechanics ; 
a ftucy that will be highly entertaining and inftrudtive to 4 
youth who is fond of fudying the conitruétion of engines, If 
a boy, of great ingenuity, takes delight in bailding houfes, of 
clay or other coarfe materials ; and after all the new diverfions, 
to which he may be prompted by the inconflancy and love of 
novelty incident to youth, returns to it with frefh alacrity, and 
proceeds from clumfy performances to thofe that give proofs of 
elegance and defign ; and it, at the fame time, he is obferved to 
be frequently fketching out with chalk, or a pencil, buildings, 
bridges, columns, pediments, cr other ornaments of architecture 
that fall within his notice, let him, if his friends are in fuch 
circumfiances as to fettle him handfomely in the world, receive 
the education neceffary for the architect, 

But if his triends are not in circumitances to give him fo li« 
beral aa education ; or if he does not appear to have that re- 
fined and elegant tafte which ought to diitinguith the architect, 
the youth may yet make a great fgure as a mation, a bricklayer, 
or a carpenter 5 and he ought to aave the cducation proper for 
one defigned to be a maiier of the butine(s allotted fcr him. 
Let the youth of a contemplative turn, be allowed to apply to 
his favourite dtudics, Nature perhaps has defigned him for ons 
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of the learved profeffions, or for fome of thofe that are de. 


pendant-dn them. The parent, or the guardian, will eafily 
jodze, from the fubjeéts to which he moft pleafirgly directs his 
chief attention, in what profeffion he will be the mol happy ; 
and in that he will be moft likely to fucceed. 

It frequently happens that a boy’s genius will admit of the 
choice of feveral trades or prefeffions, on account of their having 
a near refemblance to each other: In which cafe that is to be 
chofen which is moft agreeable to his external and internal ade 
vantages, and to the circumftances of the parents, &c. ‘Thus, 
if in the choice of two trades, for which the boy has an equal 
genius, one requires great flrength of body, and the other does 
not: The boy, if he is of a weakly conftitution, ought to be 
put apprentice to that which requires the leaft bodily ftrength, 
Again, if in two profeffions, for which the youth feems to have 
an almofl equal propenfity, one requires an happy elocution, and 
2 pleafing addrefs, if the youth cannot {peak without hefitation, 
choice fhould be made of that bufinefs in which a fluency of 
fpeech is not neceflary. 

There are fome boys who have fo happy a genius as to be 
capable of any thing to which they apply, but have fo mercu- 
rial a difpofition, as feldom to fettle to any thing long together. 
Where this is thecafe, choice fhould be made, on having con 
fuited the boy’s genius,of that bufinefs which has the preateit vas 
riety init: for fome of the mechanic arts are capable of employ- 
ing the moi! extenfive genius : and thefe ave only fit for fuch exe 
tenfive talents, ‘The workman who is pleafed with variety, and 
eafily perceives the dependence that every part has on the whole, 
grows itupid when confined to one ftudy, and is cloyed witha 
dull repetition of the fame employment. On the other hand, 
the heavy plodding workman is loft in the labyrinth of the va- 
rious parts; and as his mind can only actin a narrow {phere, he 
can never arrive at perfection in them all, Thus youth oayht 
to be clatied in the order nature bas allotted them, that every 
individual might act a natural character, which alone can give 
them fuccefs and promote their happinefs. 

Prom thefe confiderations the ridiculoufnefs of giving every 





boy the fame education muft folly appear. Though I have aa 
high opinion of the Latin and Greek tongues, vet | camnot help 
odicrving, that they would be tar from being of any real ule to 


tg generality of traceimen and mechanics, even were they per- 
fect matiers of them; yetl have known boys intended to tpead 
their dives in the meafuring of tapes and ribbens, in the weighs 
ing of fugar and plumbs, in the making of thoes, in the ham 
mering of kettles, fpead dive or fix years ua ter the difcipline of 
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the rod, to acquire an imperfect knowledge of a few Latin 
words, and of rules of which they are to make no manner of 
ufe; thefe the poor boys entirely forget before they have ferved, 
half their apprenticefhip ; yet thefe very boys, even thole who 
are to pafs great part of their time in fettling accounts, are too 
often deficient in the common rules of arithmetic. This abfurd 
cuftom, however, is lefs generally practifed than formerly: the 
ridiculous notion that the knowledge of a little Latin is necef 
fary to the underftanding and fpelling of Englih, lofes ground, 
and people have found by experience, that thofe who are ace 
quainted with the learned languages, are not always good wri- 
ters of their own. 

In thofe trades, which by the fortune they require, raife the 
tradefman to the rank of gentleman, it cannot be denied but 
that a learned education may be of great advantage ; but none 
can reap any benefit from an imperfect and fuperficial know- 
ledge of the dead languages, which is almoft all that can be ac- 
quired by meft of thofe who are brought up totrade. The 
merchant may acquire more liberal fentiments by being conver- 
fant with the Greek and Roman authors; but he will obtain 
more real advantage with refpect to trade, by being able to con- 
verfe and write in French, Dutch, Spanith, and Portuguefe. 
His charafler as a gentleman may make him learn the former, 
and the advantages of trace render it neceifary that he should 
not be ignorant of the latter. 1 would not be underitood to ine 
finuate here, that the knowledge of the learned languages is 
not highly neceffary in other bufineffes; it may be ufeful to the 
printer, the bookieller, the apothecary, chymilt, &c. 

It is however objected, that a boy has commonly a great deal 
of time to fpare trom his having time ¢o learn to read and write, 
to his being of an age fit to be put out apprentice, and it is 
afked how he can be employed and kept out of mitchief, with- 
out this itudy, 

In anfwer to this I fhall obferve, that boys ought not only to 
learn to read, but to read gracetully ; this indeed few maiters 
are able to teach them; however they feldom learn to read as 
well as their matters, or with fo much.eafe to themifelves, and 
pleafure to thofe who hear them, as they might do. While 
they are endeavouring to become perfect in reading, they should 
Jeara a fhort Englith grammar, and obtain a good raaning- 
head fit tor bafincis, together with the knowledge of arithuee 
tic: thefe are neceffary. for every tradefman; they may be all 

radiifed at the iame time, and each willferve as a relief trom 
the other, by unbending the mind, which would be jatigued by 
muuch application to the fame object. 
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As nothing is of greater ufe to any man, and particularly to a 
tracefman, than the ability of exprefling his thoughts on any 
fabje&t to a friend or acorrefpondent, the boy fhould be early 
aceultomed to write letters. This fhould be a tatk early en. 
joined him by the mafter, who fhould oblige him to write his 
thoughts in the form of letters, on fuch fubjects, as the boy is 
fully acquainted with; he fhould correct every fault, every 
inftance of impropriety, ftiffnefs of ftile, or lamenefs of expref- 
fion, and with great good nature fhow him in how many diffe. 
rent ways an expreflion may be mended, 

The neceflity of learning to draw, where the boy has a genius 
for a bufinefs that requires kill in that ingenious art, has beea 
already hinted; we fhall therefore only obferve, that this 
ought to be learned betimes, as foon as his genius is difcovered. 
‘I’bis cannot be begun too early, and it is too late to learn when 
the boy is put apprentice; for when his fingers become ttif- 
fened with laboor, he naturally grows more clum{y, and finds 
great difficulty in making a tolerable proficiency ; but if he has 
learnt it before, this cannot deprive him of it. 

In many arts the knowledge of geometry, and mechanics, if 
not abfolutely neceflary to be obtained, before the boy goes aps 
prentice, are fo ufeful in affifting him in learning his bufinets, 
with eafe and pleafure to himfelf, and fo neceflary after he has 
learnt it, that a boy cefigned for fuch a bufineis, cannot well 
employ his time better, than by acquiring the knowledge of 
thofe arts, before his being bound toa matter. 

As there may be ftill a great deal of time to &ll up before the 
boy is of an age fit to go apprentice, let him apply to fuch ftu- 
dics as will open his mind, improve his knowledge, and qualify 
him for making one day a reputable figure in the world. Let 
him be taken trom fchool, and be obliged to {pend tome hours 
every day in carefuily reading the hiltory of his native country ; 
Jet his father or his guardian explain to him what he does not 
underftand, and particularly make him acquainted with the cons 
ftitution of thefe kingdoms: when he has acquired a fufficient 
knowledge of thefe fudjects, and has the principal events of our 
hiflory ftored up in bis memory, let him fludy geography, not by 
getting by heart names and tables of longitudes, which he will 
foon forget, but by reading fome judicious and concife abridge- 
ment of voyages and trave.s, by which he wiil moft eafily, end 
with the greateit delignt, learn the fituation of countries, the 
advantages and difadvantages of each ; the manners, culloms, 
arts, commocities, religion, and government of nations: he 
will thus extend his views, and as by reading the hiltory of his 
native country and cf its conflitution, he will render it dearer to 
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him, and obtain fomething of a patriot fpirit; fo by the more 
general ftudy of the world, he will get rid of a thoufind little 

rejudices, obtain a ftock of knowledge that will be of latting 
afe, and will learn to pity thofe who enjoy lefs advantages thaa 
are beftowed on himfelf. 





Ay ANECODOT E, 


Worthy clergyman was once in company with a fet of gene 
tlemen of good underftanding, but who were apt to take 
great liberty in converfation: one of the company in parti- 
cular made very free with repeated oaths, cailing to.God to 
witnefs the moft infignificant affertions, The good divine, 
though greatly offended, heard it in fileace, but took occafion, 
every time the other mentioned the name of God, to bow his 
head with great devotion. This at lait drew the attention of 
the gentleman who gave the offence, ‘* Sir (fays he), I ob- 
ferve you frequently bowing; what do you mean by it ?”— 
“ You fhall know, Sir (replied the clergyman). I have long 
ufed myfelf never to hear the facred name of God mentioned 
without paying the awful refpect to it which you have given me 
fach frequent opportunities of practifing.’’——The gentleman was 
fo truck with this noble and delicate hiot, that he immediately 
acknowledged he felt it convincingly, and promifed to keep a 
iriter guard upon his tongue in future. 





Aw AN ECD O TE. 


EAU NASH was one evening employed in colleQing 

money for the Bath Hofpital ; a Dutchefs entered, wha 
was more remarkable for her wit than her cl:arity, and not being 
able to pafs by him unobferved, the gave him a pat with her fau, 
and faid, ** You mutt put down a trifle for me, Nath; for I 
have no money in my pocket.”—** Yes, that I will with plea- 
fure (faid he), if your Grace will tell me when to itop ;” ia 
taking an handful of guineas out of his pocket, he began ta 
tell them into his white hat; ** One, two, three, four, five.”-~ 
*- Hold, hold (fays the Detchefs), confider what you are 
about, Mr. Nafh.”’—=** Confider your Grace’s rank and for- 
tune (replied Nath, and continued telling): fix, feven, eight, 
nine, ten.”—tlere the Datchels called again, and feemed au- 
gty.—** Pray compofe yourfelf (cried Nath), and don’t inter. 
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rupt the work of charity: eleven, twelve, thirteen, fourteen, 
fifteen.”’—Here the Datchefs formed, and caught hold of his 
hand.—** Let me proceed (fays Nafh), and your Grace thall 
have your name written in letters of gold vpon the front of the; 
building: fixteen, feventeen, eighteen, nineteen, twenty.” — 

** Twon’t pay a farthing more,” fays the Dutchefs.—** Chae 

rity hides a multitude of. fins (replies Nath): twenty-one, 

twenty-two, twenty-three, twenty-four, tweaty-tive.”—** Nath 

fays the), I proteft you frighten me out of my wits; Lord, I 
fhall die !”—** Your Grace will never die wita doing good ; 
but if you fhould it will be the better for you,” anfwered Nath, 

and was about to proceed ; but perceiving her Grace had loft all 

patience, a parley enfued, when he, after much altercation, 

agreed to flop his hand, and compound with her Grace for 

thirty guineas. The Dutchefs, however, feemed diipleafed the 

greatelt part of the evening ; and when he came to the table 

where fhe was playing,-‘* Stand farther, you ugly devil (fays 

the) for I hate the very fightof you.’’ But her Grace having a 

run of good luck afterwards, called Nath to her; ‘* Come (fays 

fhe), I will be friends with you, though you are a fool ; and to 

let you know I am not angry, there are ten guineas more for 

your charity.” 





4n awful and ftriking Circumflancés 


Few weeks ago a man waited upon a magittrate in the 

vicinity of Hitchen, in Hertfordthire, and iniormed him, 

that upon the preceding ‘Tuefday evening he was ftopped by a 

young gentleman of Hitchen, who knocked him down and 

fearched his pockets, but not finding any thing therein fuffered 
him to depart. 

The mugiftrate, atonifhed at this piece of intelligence, dif 
patched a mefienger ta the young gentleman, ordering him to 
appear immediately before him, and to an{wer the complaint 
lodged againft him, 

The youth inftantly cbeyed the fummons, accompanied by 
his guardian and an intimate friend.—Upon their arrival at the 
feat of juftice, the accufed and accufer were confronted, whea 
the magillrate hinted to the man, that he was fearful he had 
made the charge with no other view than that of extorting 
money from the young gentleman, and bade him, if that was 
the cafe, to take care how he proceededin the bufinefs, cautions 
ing him, in the moft earneft and pathetic manner, to beware of 
the dreadful train of confequences attending perjury. Batalb 
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the magiftrate’s advice was in vain the man iafifted upon mak- 
ing oath to what he had advanced, which being adminiltered to 
him, the bufinefs was fully entered upon, when the young gen- 
tleman’s innocence was manifeftly proved, he having clearly 
eftablifhed an alibi.—Upon this the magiftrate difmiffed the 
parties, having firft obtained a promife from the young gentte- 
man’s guardians, that they would indif& the man for perjury at 
the next affizes. 

The infamous wretch, finding his infernal intentions fraftra- 
ted, returned home much chagrined, and meeting foon aftcre 
wards with one of his neighbours, he declared to him, that he 
had not {worn to any thing but fats, and called God to witnefy 
the fame in the moft folemn manner; and withed if it was not 
as he had afferted, that his jaws might be locked, and that his 
fielh might rot upon his bones; when terrible to relate |— 
(Liften ye fons of impiety, while the horrid tale is told! ye 
who affect to doubt the exiltence of a Supreme Being, and {coff 
at his judgments !)—-his jaws were inftantly arrefted—the ufe of 
fpeech denied him for ever—and after lingering near a fortnight 
- great agonies, he expired, his flefh literally rotting upon his 

nes 





BON M O T. 


Lawyer told his client, his adverfary had removed his fuit 

from oue court into another; to whom the client replied, 

« Let him remove it to the Devil, if he pleafes; I am jure that 
my attorney, for money, will follow it.” 





To the PRINTER. 


SIR, 
if AM really furprized that Mr. Whitcombe fhould, in your 
Entertainer for the rgth of February inftant, accufe me and 
Mr. Thomas of an erroneous folution to Mr. Stentaford’s 
queftion inferted May 15, which muft be for want of due con- 
fideration, He brought out his anfwer in whole numbers, bes 
caufe he chanced to pit upon the theorem ufed by the pro. 
pofer ; but had he ufed ary other, it would not have been the 
cafe. The theorem [ made ufe of is applicable to all fraftrums 
of pyramids, as well as comes ; and though long, #s univerfal, 
and differs not above one-tenth of an inch trom Mr, Whis- 
Vou, 1X, 219. 2K combe’s, 
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combe’s, he making the leait diameter to be 24 inches, and I 
23.875, &c. 
1 am, Sir, 
Your obedient fervant, 
T. SLEEMAN. 
Plymouth. Dock, February 20, 1)87. 





Anfwer by F. Whitcombe, of Plymouth, to T. Sleeman’s 
Queftion, inferted Oflober 25 


HIS queftion in its prefent ftate is too limited, as three 

‘different anfwers may be found from its data; for it 
is well known by any perfon converfant with {pherics, 
that if the declination of the fun, its altitude, and hour 
of the day being given, that is fufficient to determine the 
Jatitude ; confequertly all the conditions of the queftion 
per that data are anfwered.—But the propofer feems not 
content with fuch well known truths, but gives another 
kind, as additional data to determine what might be found 
without it.— The fol!owing folution is given on the prin- 
ciplés of ** having given the fun’s altitude at two diffe= 
rent times, its declination and time between each obferva- 
tion, to find the latitude of the place,” thus; 


Zz ; 
LET P reprefentthe pole, Zthe (== ®. 
zenith, and B and A the places of } 
the fun at the firft and fecond ob- 
fervation, 2 APB = 2 hours 50 
min. the interval of time between / 
the obfervations; AP=BP=779 \ 
-39*=c0 declination, BZ =40° 34’ G 
the firft co altitude, and AZ= / 
37° 54° the fecond co altitude, / 
( Vide figure 96, plate 9, of Emer- 
fon’s Algebra-) Then firft ‘in the ne “alee 
ifofcles ph AAPB there is given A DiI B 
AP=BP=77° 39’ = codec. and ZAPB= 2 hours 50 
min. the time between the obfervations. To find AB and 
4PAB=ZPBA, thus: The LPI bifeéts the fide AB 
and 
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and Z APB into two equal parts. Then fay, as radius * 
fine PA=PB=77° 30’ ©: fine 2 API=21° 15’ = half 
time elapfed : fine 20° 44’==AI=BI .*. 209 44’, doubled 
41° 28’=AB; and as radius : cos AP 3: tang. ZAPI: 
Cot ZPAB=2PBA = 85° 14’. Secondly, inthe A 
ZAB let fall from Z, on AB the.L ZD, then it will be as 


tang. AB+2 ‘tang. BZ4+AZ=+2:: tang. BZ—ZA-~2: 
tang. DI=2° 52” 30”; then BI41D = 23° 36’ 30° = 
=BD. and as radius : cote ZB 2 tang. DB: cos.2 ZBA 
=59° 18’. Then PPA~<ZBA=<ZBP=25° 56’. 
Thirdly, in A ZPB there is given PB, ZB, and 2 ZBP, 
to find ZP the co latitude, thus: Let fall 1 from Z to 
G on the oppofite fide BP; then, as radius { cosa ZPB 
tt tang. ZB 3 tang. BG =37° 36’, and PB—BG=GP 
=40° 3’, Again, as radius : fine BZ 3: fine 2ZPB : 
fine ZG =16° 32’ ; and as radius : cos ZG 3: cos GP : 
cos ZP che co latitude = 42° 48’ «. go° — 42° 48’ = 
47° 12 the latitude N. as required. Laftly, to find the 
times of obfervation, thus: As fine ZP : radius <: fine 
ZG : fine ZZPB = 24° 45‘ = 1 hour 39 min. the 
time from noon, when the firft obfervation was made ; and 
LAPB—ZZPB = 17° 45’ = 1 hour 11 min. the time 
after noon, the fecond obtervation was made .”, the true 
times of obfervation were 21 min, patt 10 o’clock A. M. 
and 11 min, after 4 o'clock P. M. 

*§* The Lrs ZD, Pi, and ZG, are omitted in the 


figure. 








Anfwer, by Amo Veritas, of Plymouth Dock, to P. Baftow’s Anas 
gram, inferted January 22. 


O this falfe world for fafety fome retreat, 
But, ah! too late they find ** ’Tis alla CHEAT.” 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from F. Colling and 

W. T. Stentaford; of Calftock ; W. Hitchens, of Lanfellos ; 

J. Sibly, near Bodmin; J. Crabb, of Linkinhorne; J. Baf. 

kerville and J. Widgery, of Plymouth ; J. Efford aad P. Lafe 

combe, of Chudleigh; TI’. Whicker, of Exeter; W. Prye;, 

of Chard; J. Beck, of Mr, Quant’s School, Hinton St, George ; 
2h 2 T. Locock, 


. 
I te IS BI OE 


eee Saha E x — 
oe ~ ae =i 37, 


ee ee 





ies 


ie 
i 
i 
® 


| 
; 





260 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER, 


T.. Locock, of Martock ; W. Goodden, of Somerton ; J. Greene 
ham, of Yeovil. 





Anfutr, by W. Goodden, of Somerton, to Martinus Scriblerus’s 
Charade, inferted January 29. 


ADIES attend, whilft [ unveil 
The fecret moral of the tale : 

Beauty’s the theme.—lI bluth to view 
That foolith fancy feen in you ; 
Whate’er thy effence, men obey, 
And all refpeétful homage pay. 
The LOOKING-GLASS can’t fail to thew 
External objeéts to your view ; 
Yet try to find a nobler fcene, 
And feek the real gem within : 
In virtae ’tis beft underftood ; 
?Tis truth, ’tis moral reétitude. 


ttt We have received the like anfwer from J. Wheeler, of 
St. Auftle; W. Hitchens, of Lanfellos; J, Crabb, of Linkin- 
horne ; J. Baskerville, of Plymouth ; J. Bait and W. Drewe, 
of Exeter; Cleon, of Eaft-Coker; T. King, of Marhhalfea; 
and T. Petvin, of Street. 





Anfwer, by P. Bafow, of Buckfaftleigh, to F. Bafkerville’s 
Rebus, inferted January 15. 


EDIPUS was a Theban King, 
Wolf is the beaft you’d have us bring ; 
Leo’s a conftellation’s name. 
Now join th’ initials of the fame, 
An OWL’s th’ bird ’twill bring to fight, 
Who’s feldom feen except by night. 


+§; We have received the like anfwer from J. Sibly, near 
Fodmin ; J. Widgery, of Plymouth; W. T. Stentaford and 
F, Colling, of Calitock ; P. Lufcombe, of Chudleigh ; W. Pry- 
er, of Chard; J. Beck, of Mr. Quant’s School, Hinton <t, 
George ; R. Batter, of Newton Abbot; W. Goodden, of So- 
merton; T. Locock, of Martock; Cleon, of Eatt-Coker ; 
W. Cory, of Cranborne ; G, Kingdom, of Buckland-Newton ; 


i. Petvin, of Street ; and an Officer. 
4 QUESTION, 
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4 QUESTION, by T. Sleeman, of Plymouth-Dack. 


GIVEN the area of aright-angled triangle=150, the 
difference betwixt the fquare of the hypothenufe and 


the rectangle of the legs=325. It is required to deter- 
mine the triangle. 





4 CHARADE, éy 7. Baft, of Exeter. 


Flavour my firft will declare, 
My fecond is found in a tree, 
My whole a {mall town will appear, 
In Cornwall the fame you may fee. 





4 REBUS, 4y Hercules, of Chudleigh. 


HAT monfter firft whom valiant Perfeus flew, 
And from whofe ven’mous blcod Perfeus fprangz; 
A Grecian Prince fam’d for his ations fhew, 
Whom Paris with a mortal arrow ftung. 


- 


That hero next who fought for Albion’s crown, 
To yield to him were Gallia’s fons compell’d ; 
Laft thew a Britith poet of renown, 
Who in dramatic writings much excell’d. 


And then the veil you have remov’d away, 
Th’ initials gather’d, and cemented right ; 

Now come, and hail with every martial lay, 
That God in whom old heroes did delight. 


SEPEEEEEE EEE SEE EEE SPE SEG 


We think it neceffary to remind our corre/pondent R. B. who has 
lately complained that his favours have not found a place, that 
we can never infert above one an/wer to each queftion, enigma, Se. 
that we make it our ftudy toinfert the beft we receive; and when 
there is little or no difference, we Jometimes give the preference to 
one torre/pondent, and fometimes to another, in order to avoid evin 
the appearance of partiality. 


POETRY, 


Sa 
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For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
GENUINE SENTIMENT, 


MPARTIAL mufe, affift an anxious fwain 
To draw the portrait of a lovely fair ; 
Yet too contracted is the writer’s brain 
For thee and juftice ample bounds to fhate. 


A blooming beauty conftitutes the theme, 

Who juft difcernment’s candid fhafts alarm ; 
Refi™ of nature’s moft exalted fcheme, 

Nor is the edifice an empty form. 


In perfec unifon her noble mind 
Conforms to deck a moft endearing face ; 
There virtue’s radiance in perfection fhines, 
And gilds each feature with becoming grace. 


Through cryftal fenfe extenfive f{cience fteers 
A courfe as eafy as in motion fleet ; 

Nor in domeftic fervitude appears 
A ulelefs word, or action indifcreet, 


If ever proud aufterity doth firew 

Her tranquil path beyond the bounds of right, 
There fits bright reafon ready to fubdue 

The tumuits juft refentment might excite. 


There’s lufcious food wherewith to feall the eyes, @ 
Soft melody to entertain the ear ; 
In thort, the profpect glows with rich fupplies, 
In mutual! union, every fenfe to cheer. 
Ye: 


——————— 
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Yet fhould ambition veil the damfel’s mind, 
For wealth alone to fill indiff’rent arms, 

She never would true love’s enjoyment find, 
He confequently tafte not half her charms. * 


Would condefcenfion ftore thofe charms divine 
With fuel meet to feed a genuine flame, 
The author could at Hymen’s honoyr’d fhrine, 
With joyous extafy fubfcribe his name. 
T. PETVIN. 
Street, January 25, 1787- 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 


ODE TO HAPPINESS. 


BDURATE happinefs ! whofe luring {mile 
At awful diftance leads me to purfue, 
Stop thy quick flight, and eafe my conftanttcil, 
O charm my forrows with a nearer view ! 


Alas 1 in vain I court thee, fleeting fhade ! 
In vain I look to future time for aid ; 

Sure as the time comes on, my profpetts fade ¢ 
Thus ftill I follow, and am ftill betray’d ! 


Long has true happinefs forfook the earth, 
Its fraudful fhadow only ftays behind ; 
But forrow lives where firft it had its birth, 
And with a mournful train obfcures the mind. 


Yet to our ills a bleffed hope is given, 
Whofe pleafing whifpers fix our thoughts on Heav’a, 


MARTINUS SCRIBLERUS. 





For the WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
On receiving a Mourning Ring on the Death of a Friend. 


\ 7 ELCOME, thou prefage of my certain doom ! 
I too mutt fink into the darkeft tomb ; 

Yet, little prophet, this my name ‘hall ftand 

In mournful record on fome friendly hand ! 
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My name is here—the characters agree, 
And every faithful letter {peaks to me ; 
Bids me prepare to meet my native foe, 
Serene expect the monfter’s fatal blow : 


Without a figh to leave the joys of time, 
Secure of glory in a happier clime ; 
Then mount the fky, forfake my old abode, 
And gain the plaucit of a fmiling God. 
LAMBERT KIDDLE. 
Martock, February 19, 1787- 





Epitaph on a Tomb-Stone in a Country Church-Yard, near 


Bideford. 


(Communicated by Martinus Scriblerus.] 


EEP in the earth, beneath this ftone, 
Rot honeft John and faithful Joan. 

Though no gay monument arife, 

This humble ftone thews where they lie ; 
Bids us, like them, be juft and wife, 

Like them to live, like them to die. 
No flattery is written here, 
Their friends all fay fo with a tear. 





Epigram on the Welch, Scotch, and Irifs teaching the Eng- 
lifo Language. 


EE townright Taffy from his mountains preak, 
S And teach, Cot plefs hur cootnefs, how to fpeak. 
Here Sawney tells you how to drop your jaw, 

But if you winna learn, then he drops twa. 
Says Paddy, ‘* By St. Patrick’s fhoul, you’re wrong ; 
“« I'll make ye /pake, becaufe ye have no tongue, 





BAGA TELL E. 


ANGRADO one night fays to old tippling Ned, 


** You feem but fo fo, Sir ; you’d better be d/ed.”— 


(G| 


V 


** Be feated (quoth Ned), and but ftay till we’ve /upp’d, 
«* Then, if you'll indulge me, I’d rasher be cupp’d.” 








